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classified as a shooting. One individual was taken to the hospital
and is in non-critical condition,
but Paulk didn’t say whether it
was a robbery suspect or a store
employee.

Proposed gas tax
hike rejected 6-3
A proposal to hike gasoline taxes
in Santa Fe by 2 cents tanked
Wednesday night with six city
councilors rejecting it and only
three voting in favor.
The increase would have generated an estimated $950,000 in
annual revenue to finance “road
and related sidewalk projects and
bridge projects” either directly or
through the issuance of bonds in a
city anticipating a $15 million budget deficit next fiscal year.
During a public hearing prior to
the vote, the majority of the seven
speakers spoke against the measure, some saying voters weren’t
ready to approve a tax increase
because the public didn’t trust
how the money would be spent.
The state Auditor’s Office is
currently overseeing an audit of
a $30.3 million parks and trails
bond approved by voters in 2008
after one accounting firm raised
questions about the oversight and
execution of the bond spending.
It also came to light last year that
the city has been dipping into its
water fund to cover costs in other
departments after a series of
water rate increases over the past
several years.

Shooting leads to
jail for employee
Christopher Maltby, a Pawn
City employee, was booked into
the Santa Fe County jail Wednesday for aggravated battery with
a deadly weapon, a third-degree
felony, after a shooting at the Cerrillos Road business.
Santa Fe Police Department
Capt. Marvin Paulk said Maltby
used a Glock .45 caliber handgun
in the shooting, which took place
just before noon Wednesday.
Paulk said police were dispatched to the store for reports
of a robbery, but said it was later
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Three Kings Day in Pojoaque

Sierra Club backs
Villarreal for seat

Briones was among dozens of
speakers at a New Mexico Department of Health hearing in Santa Fe
to get public comment about proposed rule changes to New Mexico’s medical cannabis program.
Those changes would remove a
confidentiality provision that conceals information about licensed
nonprofit producers, including the
locations of growing facilities and
the identities of board members
and employees.
EDDIE MOORE/JOURNAL

A former state Public Education Department employee says
in a new lawsuit that the department failed to accommodate his
adverse reaction to contamination
in the PED building’s basement,
driving him to a mental breakdown
and permanent disability.
Norman Vigil, who worked at
PED from 1997 to 2014 as a computer/IT specialist, seeks damages
because the department refused
to move him from its headquarters
at the Jerry Apodaca Building to
another facility.
PED spokesman Robert McEntyre said in response: “While we’ll
review and respond to the complaint filed against the department,
we’re confident the court will
confirm, as numerous tests have

day that disclosing the locations
of growing facilities would invite
criminals to burglarize the sites,
while open-records advocates
countered that greater transparency will help ensure fair and effective management of the state’s
cannabis program.
“We have a product that criminals
want,” said Eric Briones, founder
of the Minerva Canna Group of
Los Ranchos, one of 23 nonprofits
licensed by the state Department
of Health to grow and sell medical
pot. Minerva must conduct its business in cash because banks don’t
take deposits from cannabis growers, he said. “We have cannabis
and we have cash.”

Renee Villarreal has received the
endorsement of the Sierra Club
Northern New Mexico Group for
the District 1 seat
on the Santa Fe
City Council, the
group announced
in a media release
Tuesday.
Villarreal is running against Marie
Campos, Kathryn
VILLAREAL
Kennedy and Frank
Montaño for the city council seat
being vacated by Patti Bushee,
who is also endorsing Villarreal.
A former Santa Fe County planner and past member of the city’s
planning commission, Villarreal
currently serves as director of programs and community outreach
with the New Mexico Community
Foundation.

Ex-PED employee
sues over health
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Pojoaque Pueblo Gov. Joseph Talachy, along with his daughters
Feliciana, 9, left, and Aubrianna, 12, watch traditional dances outside
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe Church in Pojoague Pueblo Wednesday. The Three Kings Day celebration included an Eagle Dance and
a blessing for tribal officials. The canes held by Talachy were presented to tribal officials in the past by President Abraham Lincoln
and others in the past in recognition of the tribe’s sovereignty.

previously proved, that the PED
building provides a safe workplace
environment for the department’s
employees.”
For years, employees and their
union raised concerns about the
safety of the 1950s-era Apodaca
Building, particularly its basement,
complaining of respiratory problems. A PED spokesman in 2013
said about $250,000 was spent to
improve ventilation, and remove
mold and asbestos from the basement, and that it was safe.

Vigil’s lawsuit says he developed several problems, including
bronchitis, Bell’s palsy (paralysis
of certain facial muscles), headaches, eye irritation and heart
problems, before he and others
were moved from the basement.

Proposed pot rule
change discussed
Medical marijuana producers
told state health officials Wednes-

Craig Erickson, an attorney acting as the hearing officer for the
proposed rules, said he will draft
a recommendation within 30 days
for Health Secretary Rhetta Ward,
who will make a final decision
about the new rules.
Kip Purcell, an attorney who
filed a lawsuit in July against the
Department of Health seeking
public disclosure about medical
cannabis producers, said growers knowingly assumed the risk of
producing a product that remains
illegal under federal law.
Purcell filed the lawsuit on behalf
of freelance journalist Peter St. Cyr
and the New Mexico Foundation
for Open Government. It contends
that concealing the identities of
dispensaries and producers violates the state’s Inspection of Public Records Act.
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2 new directors for
international center
The International
Shakespeare Center in Santa
Fe has named two associate
artistic directors: Ariana Karp
and Anna Farkas.
Karp, who graduated from
the London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art with
an MA in classical acting
for professional theater,
is a founding member of
Ducdame Ensemble, based
in New York City.
Farkas is artistic director
for Upstart Crows of Santa
Fe, a youth performance
group, and is directing fiveminute clips from each of
Shakespeare’s plays filmed
in Santa Fe locations, which
can be seen on the Center’s
video channel this spring.

and their lives, and answer
questions from members
of the community in a free
event 1 p.m. Sunday.
“Muslim Women Speak”
will be held in The Forum
at the Santa Fe University
of Art and Design, 1600
St. Michael’s Drive. Author
Judith Fein will moderate the
discussion, which is designed
to provide information and
help people meet women of
the Muslim faith, breaking
down the stereotypes that
currently exist.

PLACES

Kioti now open in
DeVargas Center
Santa Fe’s DeVargas
Center is getting another
business from the recently

sold Sanbusco shopping
center. Kioti, a women’s
clothing and accessories
store, opened its doors
Thursday in the new
2,000-square-foot space.
Op.Cit Books already
has made the move from
Sanbusco to DeVargas
and others, including the
Rock Paper Scissors Salon,
are expected to follow,
according to a news release
from DeVargas Center. Kioti
was located at Sanbusco
for 16 years and, before
then, owner Linda Prager
operated the store for 17
years in Ann Arbor, Mich.
Sanbusco will be
converted to the new
campus for the New Mexico
School for the Arts.

Media group buys
Discuss NM health Art Santa Fe
Art Santa Fe, the group
plans at sessions
THINGS

With the Jan. 31 deadline
approaching to enroll in a
health plan through the state
exchange, BeWellnm is
holding information sessions
on Thursday at the Nancy
Rodriguez Community
Center, 1 Prairie Dog Loop,
to help residents learn more
about the various plans and
the federal subsidies or tax
credits available.
Two sessions will be held:
3 p.m. and 6 p.m.
You can compare plans,
apply for cost assistance
and enroll on the website:
www.bewellnm.com.

that has produced a fair
featuring contemporary
art from galleries around
the world for the past 15
years in Santa Fe, has been
acquired by Redwood
Media Group, which owns
and operates a number of
fine art show exhibitions.
Charlotte Jackson, who
has her own contemporary
art gallery on Guadalupe
Street, formerly owned and
directed Art Santa Fe.
Redwood is expected to
bring additional operational,
marketing and promotional
support to the show, which
will be held July 7-10 this year.

Warm clothing,
care items needed
Senior Volunteer Programs
in Santa Fe are collecting
warm clothing and personal
care items through Jan. 22 to
help guests at the Interfaith
Community Shelter.
Items such as hats, socks,
gloves and underwear,
as well as toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant,
hand cream, combs,
tissue packs, Band-Aids,
antibacterial ointment,
feminine products and
packs of disposable razors
are sought.
Donation bins are located
at the Mary Esther Gonzales
Senior Center, 1121 Alto St.,
and Santa Fe City Hall, 200
Lincoln Ave.

Learn More. Pay Less.

Learn more about
Muslim faith at talk
About 10 Muslim women
will gather on a panel to
speak about their faith
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New Programs in
• Automotive Technology
• Radiologic Technology
• Hospitality and Tourism (Associate to Bachelor’s)
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and education programs at
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